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December 2017 – January 2018 

Wow!  As I write this piece there is only just over a week to go until opening night and I can’t tell 
you how excited I am to be able to see this play on stage at last.  It has long been a favourite of 

mine for years since watching the film with Henry Fonda and Katherine Hep-
burn telling the touching love story of an old, long-married couple staying at 
their lakeside cottage where they have spent their summers for many years. 
 
The cast have worked extremely hard and diligently, turned up to rehearsals 
on time, and got stuck in learning their lines.  At this point I have to give both 
Phil Joyner and Mary McCallum a great big hug and pat on the back as they 
have been absolute stars learning their lines which has been no easy task. Of 
the 65 pages in the script they are on for 60 of them! They have a great sup-
porting cast with Fran Lewis, Josh Cooper, Alistair Hedderman and our new-
est rising star to the club Jasper Verinder introduced by an old friend of mine 

from BMCC. Andrea Harrington has been capably working as my Production Manager and has as-
sembled a great technical team.  I believe the set has already been built and is just waiting to be 
assembled prior to show week.  I can’t heap enough praise on An-
drea, she has made my job so much easier as she has been so effi-
cient in dealing with all the background stuff.  This is her first time 
as a Producer and I would imagine it won’t be long before she is 
asked again due to her very capable handling of this play.  
So …. my final word is …. if you haven’t bought your ticket yet let’s 
hope you haven’t left it too late as I think this is going to be a popu-
lar one!  Hope to see you all during show week. 
 
Sue Stobbs 
Director 

Our Upcoming Productions 

The Plays: 



2 

…...from the Keyboard of the Chair’s Desk 

Hello and welcome!  

This is usually the quieter time of year running up to Christmas unless you’re involved with On Golden 

Pond. If you haven’t got your tickets yet, why not? It’s your duty to come and see the stuff we produce 

otherwise who will come to see you when you’re in something? 

That something could be in 2018. With an exciting season coming up, I urge you all to get involved on or 

off stage. As a reminder our forthcoming productions are: 

February – The Vagina Monologues by Eve Ensler directed by Rachel Fleming (more inside) 

April - Knowledge and a Girl by Howard Barker directed by Sam Grayston (more inside) 

July – Anne Boleyn (at the Tobacco Factory) by Howard Brenton directed by Jacqs Graham (more inside) 

October - The Effect by Lucy Prebble directed by Mat Rees 

December – Going Postal by Terry Pratchett and Stephen Briggs directed by Tim Whitten 

Special early bird tickets are already available online for Rachel’s production of The Vagina Monologues 

(14th -17th and 21st to 24th February) or in person by credit card (!) at the studio during the run of ‘Pond’.  

We’ve had the Rose Bowl Awards ceremony since the last issue of Jester. Congratulations to Josh & 

Team for their Best Production award for A Sense of Place – quite an achievement for our first devised 

production; and to Chrissy Fryers for her amazing (as usual) costumes for The Beaux’ Stratagem. Com-

miserations to all other nominees who didn’t win this time. But as we all know, it’s an honour just to be 

nominated! 

It seems building work for the new Wesley Road extension may not actually be finished by On Gold Pond 

but I’m hopeful it will be useable along with the two new WCs. It should be done by Christmas. Still very 

exciting. 

Don’t forget (all those of you who frequent the interweb) that there’s loads of stuff coming up all the 

time on the Members’ website* www.kelvin-members.co.uk and on facebook members’ group, and 

twitter @kelvinplayers. 

Get involved, get busy, get happy!  

Jonny Wilkinson  

Chair 

  

http://www.kelvin-members.co.uk
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Hi all Kelvin members! 

                                                   Apologies for the slight lateness of this issue of The Jester. This is our first 

ever Jester, so please bear with us virgins! We hope to build on the work of Lucy Payne and Roger Shutt, 

The Jester’s previous editors, to whom we give our grateful thanks. I’m sure all club members will also 

wish to thank Lucy and Roger for all their hard work producing The Jester over the past year. 

Lucy very kindly took time out to take me through things, so I hope my and Jon’s efforts meet with your 

approval! We’d like to develop The Jester still further, so you will probably see several changes over the 

coming months. 

Just to remind people, The Jester is the bi-monthly Kelvin Players members’ newsletter. We aim to pro-

duce a newsletter about the 1st of December, February, April, June, August, October, and then December 

again, and so on, i.e. 6 issues a year. 

About the middle of the month before each edition of The Jester is due to come out, we will put a call in 

The Digest for articles about upcoming and recent shows, photos, submissions, diary dates and things of 

interest for inclusion in The Jester. The Digest will tell you the deadline for articles for the next Jester. Of 

course, if you have something to submit for inclusion in the next issue of The Jester, you can do so at any 

time by emailing it to us at: jester@kelvinplayers.co.uk  

Geoff Collard & Jon Bard, Co-editors 

In this issue, as well as introducing the details of our upcoming productions, there is a report by Richard 

Jones on the tribute night to David Higson, details of rehearsed readings, and an introduction to the new 

Artistic Policy Committee (APC) and their plans for the Kelvin 90th anniversary year in 2019.  

I have not received any info about new members for this issue, nor interesting bits and bobs about cur-

rent members. It’d also be good to have some information about wider theatre events happening in and 

around Bristol, and perhaps have a listing of them, especially if, as so often, there are Kelvinites are ap-

pearing in other productions.  

I’d like to develop both these in The Jester, so in future if anyone has any interesting items about Kelvin 

which are not connected to current productions or things mentioned by Jonny as Chair, please let me 

have them and we will do our best to include them in each issue.  

Geoff Collard. 
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The Vagina Monologues     

by Eve Ensler 

 

           

February 14-17th & 21st-24th 2018         

 
   In the Studio     

 

                   Director: Rachel Fleming 

                  Production Manager: Annie Bethell 

 

 
 
So after a fantastic few weeks of auditions, launches and pitches the Vagina Monologues is almost ready 
to get started. We are just finalising the cast and the core team as I write. So if you are interested in being 
involved please get in touch with Annie Bethell or myself by email at: 
Yogaforthesoul@hotmail.co.uk or Anniebethel@gmail.com 
 

The roles we still need to fill are: 

Stage Manager 

Props Manager 

Lighting Operator 

For more on these roles, or if you would be interested in shadowing a backstage role, please contact    

Annie as above. 

We will of course need members to help out with painting and construction too. The more the merrier. 

The set design is exquisite, so it will be quite a job! 

The Vagina Monologues was described by the New York Times as "probably the most important piece of 

political theatre" of our age. And as tickets for this show are selling already I am hoping this will be a sig-

nificant production in Kelvin's history. Or should I say herstory.  

Rachel Fleming 

Director  

mailto:Yogaforthesoul@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:Anniebethel@gmail.com
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“Snow White’s wicked step-mother was also bidden to the feast. But iron slippers had already 

been put upon the fire, and they were rough in with tongs, and set before her. Then she was 

forced to put on the red-hot shoes, and dance until she dropped down dead.” 

The Brothers Grimm 

‘Little Snow White’ 

 

Howard Barker’s Knowledge and a Girl  

is the Snow White story from the wicked step-mother’s point of view.  

 

                            Disney is it not.  

                            It is DARK 

                            It is DIRTY 

                            It is DEPRAVED 

 

Here, the story is seen through a new lens - that of the wicked step-

mother: a childless melancholic whose pain is sufficient justification for 

her cruelty. Here, the story is seen through a new lens - the lens of the wicked step-mother: a 

childless melancholic whose pain is sufficient justification for her 

cruelty. At times hilarious, at times devastatingly cruel, this will be 

an intriguing piece of theatre for all those who want to come on the 

creative journey with us. Dare we ask ‘mirror, mirror on the wall…’? 

At times hilarious, at times devastatingly cruel, this will be an intri-

guing piece of theatre for all those who want to come on the crea-

Join us at the Launch Night to start our journey to once upon a time... 

Tuesday 9 January 

8pm 

IN 

THE 

STUDIO 

We’re not sure who will live happily ever after… 

Auditions w/c 22 January 
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THE APC CHOICE FOR THE 2019 SEASON 

The Artistic Policy Committee are at it again – reading plays, and making choices about what we’d like to see 

on the Kelvin stage in 2019, and inviting directors to propose their ideas – only this time, it’s slightly different 

and quite a bit more exciting.  

As I’m sure you are aware, 2019 is Kelvin’s 90th birthday. Woohoo! Go Kelvin! Naturally, our brilliant theatre 

company has accrued a rather illustrious back catalogue within those 90 years – almost 250 plays. The APC 

thought it would be very special to resurrect at least one of those shows for our birthday season.  

‘But there are almost 250 plays to choose from!’ I hear you cry. Well, don’t panic – because the APC will make 

it all a bit easier for you…  

We are selecting one play from each decade that directors will be able to submit for the 2019 season. The usu-

al proposal/pitching process applies. If you are the director and your submission is successful, then congratula-

tions! You will be putting on one of Kelvin’s Greatest Hits (KGH) as part of our 90th birthday season! As well as 

the production itself, there will be the opportunity to make the whole thing much more of an ‘event’, e.g. a 

display of archival material, FoH staff in period costume, Q and A with cast/crew, etc. It really will be a theatri-

cal celebration, and we welcome any ideas you may have to facilitate that.  

KELVIN’S GREATEST HITS ESSENTIAL INFO 

 There will be nine plays for directors to choose from (one from each decade, 20s – 00s  - 2010s being 

too recent)  

 All nine plays will be available to read on the members’ website  

 Kelvin’s One Act plays are NOT included in the selection (but we do have a plan for them… more news 

on that soon)  

 Directors must propose/pitch as usual; however, proposal of a KGH play is not a guarantee it will be se-

lected for the season 

 The APC would like at least one KGH play in the season – it could be all five main house shows! 

 Non-KGH submissions are, of course, still welcome  

 Proposal deadline for ALL submissions is 1st May 2018  

 

BUT WHAT ARE THE NINE PLAYS? 

The APC are still reading/cogitating/googling the plays on the extensive list, so all will be revealed very soon – 

please check your emails, or the Kelvin Members Facebook page, or ask me, or any APC member for more in-

formation.  

Thank you for reading!  The APC are: Alex Needham, Alice Chadwick, Angela Markham, Mike Luckett, Tessa 

Garrett and Simon Shorrock.                                                                             Fran Lewis   Artistic Director. 
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What a way to mark Kelvin’s 250th Production! 

The core Production Team of … 

Jacqs Graham, Director (jacqsludgate@me.com/07882600500) 

Robin Turner, Technical Manager (robinandamanda@btopenworld.com) 

Teri Mohiuddin, Production Manager (terimoni@gmail.com) 

… are super-excited to be planning and developing the production of this brilliant play. Howard 
Brenton combines two historical periods to tell the story of Anne, Henry VIII’s second wife, and 
the fascination in which she was held by James 1 of England (James VI of Scotland). This modern 
interpretation is a refreshing look at the historical events.  

Featuring a large cast, singing, dancing and live music there are plenty of opportunities to get 
involved. Please get in touch if you would like to know more! 

20 speaking parts (16 M/4F) 

8 ‘extras’ (6 M/2F) 

ADVANCE NOTICE - DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Wednesday 24 January 2018 - Launch Event 

Thursday 25 January - Read through 

Tuesday 30 January - Singing/Dancing audition 

Thursday 1 February - Auditions 

Friday 2 February - Auditions 

Wednesday 7 February - Technical Pitching 

Friday 9 February - Auditions 

Monday 26 February - Auditions/Pitching  (if needed) 

Thursday 1 March - Call back/Pitching  (if needed) 

Tuesday 13 March - first rehearsal 

Anne Boleyn by Howard Brenton 
10 - 14 July 2018 

Tobacco Factory Theatre 

4 rehearsals per week are scheduled 
throughout April, May and June and this 
will allow for singing and dancing sessions. 
It is highly unlikely that cast members will 
be called for more than 2 rehearsals per 
week, although this will increase as we 
reach production week. More details will 
be placed on the Kelvin Players website by 
early January 2018 

mailto:jacqsludgate@me.com
mailto:robinandamanda@btopenworld.com
mailto:terimoni@gmail.com?subject=
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An evening to remember David Higson  
 
Dave’s Faves on the 18th November at Kelvin Studios 
 
A fitting tribute was paid to David Higson, a Kelvin member since his first play in 1953 until his death in 
March this year. An evening of Dave’s Faves comprising favourite music from his cabaret group The 
Three Men’s Company, a supper organised by Lesley Small and an auction of donated items for which 
Andrew Morgan of Hollis Morgan squeezed the last ounce of value, all contributed to a memorable 
“Last Hurrah” for this greatly loved, long time member.  
 
The profits from the evening (a magnificent £2,825) will be presented to St Peter’s Hospice, who cared 
for David in his final weeks, at their Carol Service in early December.  
 
I send my truly grateful thanks to all Kelvin members involved in making the evening such a huge and 
memorable success.  
 
Richard Jones 

REHEARSED READINGS 2018 DATES REMINDER 
 
Dearest Kelvinians, well as Christmas fast approaches we can all rest in the knowledge that another fine 
calendar year of Rehearsed Readings is fully ‘in the can’ - so thank you very much, with the fibre of my 
heart and from the bottom of my being, to everyone who came along to see one (or all!) of them this 
year. Now every end, they say, is merely another beginning - and so please reach for your glistening 
new 2018 diaries and pile this whole full raft of dates in for next year’s Rehearsed Readings season (all 
Saturdays, as ever): 
 
27th January - Launch Night 
10th March 
14th April 
12th May 
9th June 
 
30th June - Launch Night 
8th September 
29th September 
20th October 
17th November 
 
As many of you will know, the Launch Nights are your chance to come along and be cast in a Rehearsed 
Reading (or even two, if you’re lucky) so 27th January is the key upcoming date for that. As for di-
recting, as this Jester goes to press I will have started the process for filling the first 4 evenings of the 
year - so if you’d like to direct and you haven’t had an email from me recently offering that very thing, 
there’s no better time than now to get in touch. If you’d like to chat anything over, feel free to give me 
a call too (the relevant contact details are below). Meanwhile, Merry Christmas all you lovely Kelvinians 
- see you in 2018 
All the best, 
 
Rick Procter 
07941 878 460 
rick.procter@icloud.com 

mailto:rick.procter@icloud.com
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Your DIARY DATES at a glance  

(all events at the Studio unless otherwise stated) 

December 2017 

6th Thursday  

9th  Saturday 2pm.  On Golden Pond Get-in  

12th – Saturday 16th.  On Golden Pond run (Doors open 7pm) 

 

January 2018 

9th  Tuesday 8pm.  Knowledge and a Girl Launch Night 

22nd (week commencing) Knowledge and a Girl auditions. 

27th  Saturday.  Rehearsed Readings spring season Launch Night. 

 

February 

10th Saturday 2pm.  Vagina Monologues Get-in 

14th Wednesday – 17th Saturday. Vagina Monologues run (week 1). Doors open at 7pm 

21st Wednesday – 24th Saturday. Vagina Monologues run (week 2). Doors open at 7pm 

 

March 

10th Saturday 7pm.  Rehearsed Readings 

 

April 

14th Saturday 7pm.  Rehearsed Readings 

24th Tuesday – 28th Saturday.  Knowledge and a Girl run. Doors open at 7pm. 

 

May 

1st.  Deadline for potential directors’ submissions for Kelvin’s 2019 season to the APC (Artistic Policy Com-

mittee)  

 


